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Human Resources Contact Information 
DHS Direct Care and Treatment 

April, 2023 

 

Cindy Jungers, Human Resources Director- Direct Care and Treatment 
cindy.l.jungers@state.mn.us   

218-821-3289 
 

Denise Considine, Operations Manager 
denise.considine@state.mn.us 

651-587-5793 

 

Teri Hable, Director of Labor and Employee Relations (DHS Agency Wide) 

teri.hable@state.mn.us 
612-346-3743 

 

Mental Health & Substance Abuse Treatment Services (MHSATS) 
HR Director – Brooke Newfield 
brooke.newfield@state.mn.us 

651-431‐3281 
DHS.MHSATS.HR@state.mn.us 

 
 

Labor & Employee Relations 
 

Miranda Longberg – AMRTC  
miranda.longberg@state.mn.us   Phone:  651-431-4057 
 
Sonja Fink – HR Consultant – Northern Region 
sonja.fink@state.mn.us  Phone: 651-431‐5645 
 
Please contact DHS.MHSATS.HR@state.mn.us - 
Southern Region 

  

Recruitment/Vacancy Filling 
 
April Blakesley – HR Generalist - AMRTC; CBHH Annandale; 
CARE Anoka; CARE St. Peter 
april.blakesley@state.mn.us Phone: 651-985‐2218  
Raegan Juntunen – HR Generalist – Northern Region; 
Willmar locations; CBHH Rochester 
raegan.juntunen@state.mn.us Phone: 651-431‐3071  
 
HR Support 
Tricia Byron Barfknecht 
tricia.byron.barfknecht@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-2707 
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Community Based Services (CBS) 

HR Director – Lynn Hart 

lynn.hart@state.mn.us 
651-431-3184 

DHS.CBS.HR@state.mn.us 

Labor & Employee Relations 
 
Scott Anderson 
scott.w.anderson@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-6881 
Sarah Reimer                                             
Sarah.Reimer@state.mn.us         Phone: 651-431-5853 
Jamie Lange 
jamie.lange@state.mn.us  Phone:  507-985-2208  
Niki Powers 
nicole.powers@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-6880 
 

Recruitment/Vacancy Filling 
 

Sandy Perna 
sandra.perna@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3228 
Jacqueline Jensen 
jacqueline.jensen@state.mn.us:  Phone:  651-431-6875 
Jonathan Lokken 
jonathan.lokken@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3860 
 
HR Support 
Noelle Miller                                             
Noelle.Miller@state.mn.us       Phone: 651-431-2379  

Forensic Services 
HR Director – Jonelle Gressman 

jonelle.gressman@state.mn.us   
651-431-3262 

DHS.Forensics.HR@state.mn.us  
 

Labor & Employee Relations 
 

Patrick Patterson 
patrick.patterson@state.mn.us  Phone:  507-985-2247 
Kristen Hiner 
kristen.hiner@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3014 
Sarah Aili 
Sarah.Aili@state.mn.us  Phone: 651-431-4571 
 

Recruitment/Vacancy Filling 
 

Susan Mwangi 

Susan.mwangi@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-2734 

Julie Yang 

Julie.yang@state.mn.us Phone: 651-431-3104 

 

HR Support 

Janet Mertesdorf 

janet.mertesdorf@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-2300 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minnesota Sex Offender Program (MSOP) 
HR Director – Heidi Peura 

Heidi.peura@state.mn.us 

651-431-4906 
DHS.MSOP.HR@state.mn.us  
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Labor & Employee Relations 
 
Lea Plonty 
Lea.plonty@state.mn.us Phone: 218-565-6148 
 

Recruitment/Vacancy Filling 
 
Samantha DeVries 
Samantha.devries@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3516 
Molly Jandt 
Molly.Jandt@state.mn.us Phone: 651-431-2471 

 
HR Support: 
Vacant 

 

 Operations and Medical Services 
HR Director – Emily Samarzia 
emily.samarzia@state.mn.us 

651-391-0596 
 

DCT Medical Services Labor Relations and Recruitment 

 
Heidi Schurmann 
heidi.schurmann@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3464 

DCT Operation Services Labor Relations and Recruitment 
 

Breanna Bullert 
Breanna.bullert@state.mn.us Phone: 651-431-4790 
 
HR Support: 
Shannon Boynosky 
Shannon.Boynoski@state.mn.us Phone: 651-431-5860 
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FMLA/Leave Management/Retirement 
HR Director – Emily Samarzia 

emily.samarzia@state.mn.us 
651-391-0596 

DCT.leave.management.dhs@state.mn.us  
Phone: 651- 431-3260 | Fax: 651-431‐7570 

Transactions/Retirements: 
Megan Wells – MSOP 
megan.wells@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-6876 
 
Desiree Horner – MSOCS 
desiree.horner@state.mn.us  Phone:  507-985-2160 
 
Jessica Dirksen – MSOCS 
Jessica.l.dirksen@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-4092 
 
Jeannette Wakefield – Forensics & DCT Operations 
jeannette.wakefield@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-4876 
 
Alyssa Halmstad – MHSATS 
Alyssa.halmstad@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3191 
 

Leave Management: 
Sara Bakken – MSOCS 
Sara.bakken@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-7206 

 
Jocelyn Neveaux – Forensics  
Jocelyn.Neveaux@state.mn.us Phone: 651-431-2900 
 
Bailey Huikko – MSOP & DCT Operations 
bailey.huikko@state.mn.us Phone: 651-431-2800 
 
Elizabeth Burch – MHSATS  
Elizabeth.Burch@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-539-1326 
 

 

Workers Compensation 

WC Supervisor – Barb Nordstrom 
barb.a.nordstrom@state.mn.us 

651-431-5053 

Barb Nordstrom 
barb.a.nordstrom@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-6386 
 
Assigned Areas: 
MSOP 
AMRTC 
 

JoAnn Scholtz 
joann.scholtz@state.mn.us  Phone:  507-985-2246 
 
Assigned Areas: 
Forensic Services 
CARE locations 
MSHS locations 

Jenny McAlpine 
jenny.mcalpine@state.mn.us  Phone:  763-347-4395 
 
Assigned Areas: 
MSOCS 
CSS, Crisis Homes, Lifebridge & MITH 
CABHH 
 

Joy Lyle 
joy.a.lyle@state.mn.us   Phone: 651-285-4365 
 
Assigned Areas:  
MSOCS 
CBHH locations 
Dental Clinics 
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Occupational Health /HR Support/ICMS 
 

Occupational Health 
Occupational Health Supervisor: 
Cynthia Vang 
cynthia.vang@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3682 
 
Occupational Health Specialists: 
Thomas Crisler 
thomas.chrisler@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-5594 
Julie Whited 
julie.m.whited@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-2815 
Mai Diedrich 
mai.diederich@state.mn.us  Phone: 651-431-3400 
Joan Hartman 
joan.hartman@state.mn.us  
Marlena Hillemeier 
marlena.hillemeier@state.mn.us  
Linda VanMeter 
linda.vanmeter@state.mn.us Phone: 651-431-4806 

 

ICMS 
Laraine Mickelson 
laraine.mickelson@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-5712 

 

HR Support 
Marcia Moll 
marcia.moll@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-2714 

External Marketing and Recruitment 

Director of Talent Acquisition – Toni Shobe 
tonika.shobe@state.mn.us 

651-431-3013 

DCT Recruitment: 

 
Zong Thao 
zong.thao@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3229 
 

 

 
Kelsey Rothe 
kelsey.rothe@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-3238 
Jessica Engle 
jessica.engle@state.mn.us  Phone:  651-431-6386 

 
 


